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Welcome to the first edition of the  

St Francis Chronicle.  

Read on to find out what St Francis 
school has been up to in the last few 

months, as written by our  

newspaper team. 

 



 

Meet the team! 

By Mrs Dunn-Christensen 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of the St    

Francis Chronicle. 

The reporting team have been working 

hard since October 2019 preparing our    

reports. We are very excited to introduce 

you to the reporting team! 

Ted  – Year 6 

Hobbies: Drawing cartoons 

Interesting fact: I am the third     

person with my name in the family 

Life goal: To become a Jedi master 

Jack  – Year 6 

Hobbies: Football 

Interesting fact: I have been to    

Scotland nearly 40 times 

Life goal: To be in the military 

Isla – Year 6 

Hobbies: Playing the piano 

Interesting fact: If I was born 2 days 

later I would currently be in Year 5 

Life goal: To become an actress 

David  – Year 5  

Hobbies: Bell ringing 

Interesting fact: I have sat in the  

pilot seat of a Red Arrow 

Life goal: To be an engineer 

Gabi – Year 6 

Hobbies: Painting and reading 

Interesting fact: I can speak two   

languages fluently 

Life goal: To either be an artist or an 

author 

Isla – Year 5 

Hobbies: Art  

Interesting fact: My cousin is a     

famous actor and singer who        

appeared in 2 series of Dr Who. 

Life goal: To either work in a zoo or 

be an artist (or both!) 

Mrs Dunn-Christensen  - Year 5  

Hobbies: Cooking and reading 

Interesting fact: I’ve been in the    

audience of The X Factor twice 

Life goal: To become a midwife 



Match The Reporter 

 

Can you match the selfies from the Saint Francis Chronicle team to their baby photos? See our next 

edition for the answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Single Use Plastic 

By David 

 

Single use plastic is made to be thrown away after use. It harms the environment because it slowly 

breaks down into tiny pieces of plastic called microplastics. Sometimes birds will think that plastic is 

food; which ends up in them eating the plastic. Fish eat microplastics in the water, which goes into 

the food chain and builds up inside larger animals and birds. Plastic kills about 1 million sea birds   

every year. 

 

Here are some facts about plastic: 

 Plastic is made from petrochemicals.  

 Making plastic uses oil, water and heat energy. 

 Oil and natural gas, that are used to make plastics, are not renewable; once they are used they 

cannot be replaced. 

 When clothing containing plastic is washed, tiny microfibers get into the water and cannot be 

filtered out. 

 No animals, minibeasts or microbes can digest plastic. 

 In the UK, 38.5 million plastic bottles are used every day. 

 Over the last 10 years humans have produced more plastic than during the last century. 

 Single-use plastic is one of the biggest made-made threats to our planet today. 

 

Here are 5 simple things you can do to reduce the amount of single-use plastic you use: 

 Buy loose fruit and vegetables, not ones in plastic packaging. 

 Don’t use plastic straws – they are one of the most common things found on UK beaches and 

can harm wildlife. 

 Buy long-lasting containers instead of using cling film. 

 Use a flannel instead of wet wipes. 

 Refill a reusable bottle instead of buying bottled water or juice. 

 

When you have finished with plastic, make sure you don’t drop it on the ground and recycle as much 

as possible.  

Fun fact!  

Recycled plastic can be used to make things like fleeces, football kits, toys, furniture or to make more 

plastic bottles. 



New Roots 

By Gabi 

 

Here at Saint Francis, we care for the environment. Therefore, we are planting trees around the 

grounds. This is part of a project which is supported by The Woodland Trust, who kindly donated 420 

sapling for us to create homes for wildlife, fight climate change and create a fun and interesting      

outdoor learning space.  

The majority of classes have taken part in the project and planted their own sapling. Children across 

the school had fun getting their boots muddy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This gave the children at St Francis a way to connect with nature and create a piece of community, 

which we can all enjoy.  

These trees will become a legacy that future pupils will enjoy: 

 Green space improves physical and mental health. 

 Trees provide homes for wildlife. 

 Trees clean the air we breathe. 

 Trees absorb CO2—one of the main causes of climate change. 

 A small sapling can create enough air for two adults for a whole year. 

 

Please make sure you all support and look after the new saplings. It is important that we are careful 

when playing around them and that we let an adult know if there are any saplings which need          

additional care. 



Governor of the term: 

Mrs Soady 
 

By Ted and Isla  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 21st of January 2020, we were fortunate enough to be joined by the chair of the St Francis          

governing body, Mrs Soady. We decided to ask her some questions about her job. 

 

 - How long have you been a governor? 

I’ve been a governor for around 7 ½ years.                        

 

 - What made you decide to take on the role? 

I always had an interest in education, so I started listening to people in Year 3 read. Then I was asked if I 

wanted to be a governor. So I researched it and I decided to take on the role. 

 

 - What are your responsibilities? 

As a governor, I have 3 objectives: to make sure the school has a clear vision and ethos; make sure that 

the school spends its money well and on the right items; ensure that Mrs Farrell is doing her job correctly 

so that children are making progress in their learning. 

 

 - What’s your favourite part of the job? 

I like coming into school and hearing about all the learning and exciting things you do in St Francis. 

 

 - What difference have you made to St Francis? 

I believe I have led our team of governors well, communication has improved with the school and          

parents. Under my leadership, we have changed the contract for school lunches (which we as governors 

hope you agree is an improvement). I am very proud of the team of governors I work with to ensure we 

deliver the best for St Francis. 



- In your opinion, what makes St Francis a special place? 

I believe that St Francis is such a special place because of you, the pupils, and the wonderful staff that 

work here. 

 

- What would be your top tips for an aspiring governor? 

I would say: Be prepared and read up on the papers, be flexible and able to adjust your plans, be open 

minded and  - possibly most importantly – be approachable 

  

 - And finally, how does your average day as a governor go? 

Well, I go to work (my day job) and, when there is a meeting, it normally commences at around 6:30pm. 

Because of this, I sometimes find myself making dinner at around half past nine! However, sometimes I 

meet Mrs Farrell in the afternoons. 

 

We would like to thank Mrs Soady for joining us in an interview. The newspaper team wish her and the 

governing team all the best in keeping up their excellent work. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the money raised at school discos or what happens behind 

the scenes in the St Francis kitchens? 

We would like your ideas as to whom you would like the reporting team to interview for the next       

edition of the St Francis Chronicle.  

Email your ideas to Mrs Dunn-Christensen: sparrowhawk@stfrancis.swindon.sch.uk. 

We look forward to receiving your fantastic ideas. 

 

 



ST FRANCIS BOYS’ FOOTBALL 

TEAM 

By Jack  

The St Francis boys’ football team have proved they can power through any opposing team! Led by 

their coach Mr Jones, who has great experience with coaching a football team, they have their  

training on a Monday on our school field. The current football team includes: Jack, Zeb, Josh, Lewis, 

Josh, Finley, Reece, Bish, Sean, Jacob, Jacob and Harry, who are all skilled and talented in different 

ways.  

There are a variety of skills and positions in football. Therefore, Mr Jones has ensured that the team 

have brilliant defenders, fantastic mid-fielders and, of course, excellent strikers.  

This football team has been the best that St. Francis has ever seen. The team have played in many 

matches and tournaments and most of them they have won; however, they have lost some matches 

- this was an unfortunate time for the team.  

We were lucky enough to have the St Francis football represent Swindon. This was a result of      

winning multiple tournaments. Full coverage is below. 

 

FANTASTIC FOOTBALL 
By Ted and Jack 

 

On Thursday 21st November 2019, the St Francis boys’ football team played in the area tournament 

against several other teams from the local area. At first, they lost their match in an unfortunate 

chain of events. However, there was a turn for the better in games two and three - Victory!  

Advancing into their final fixture, the team knew that winning would cement their place in the next 

round.  Due to their excellent skills, the team emerged victorious, sending them to the next round.     

Then on Monday 2nd of December 2019, the boys advanced to the second round of the tournament. 

Once again, they faced three other qualifying teams. In a tough first match, the team came through 

with a draw. Using their chemistry as a team, and their individual playing styles, the team played to 

the whistle and won a further two matches. Going into the final match, the team realised that it was 

a make or break situation. A win would earn a place in the prestigious third round, but an               

unfortunate loss would send them out of the tournament. The team battled long and hard but  

eventually they came through with a hard-earned win! 

After all of their long, hard matches, the team have found success in their ventures. However, this is 

not their only tournament. The team took to the pitch once again on the January 28th, in addition to 

round 3 of this tournament, which took place at the County Ground in March. They were fantastic 

and managed to get through to the final, but lost on penalties. Well done boys, you have done your 

school proud. 



MEET THE NETBALL 

TEAM ! 
By Isla 

 

The netball club is run after school on a Thursday by Mrs Sellars and is open to anyone in Years 4, 5 

and 6. Club members, who are in Year 5 and 6, are given the opportunity to be selected to represent 

St Francis in matches against other schools.  

The current St Francis netball team is made up of: Isla, Gabi, Amelie, Amberley, Hannah, Sam and 

Lucy from Year 6, as well as Eve Amelia and Savannah from Year 5. 

So far this year, the netball team have played in three matches against local schools. Mrs Sellars  

proudly told us, ‘The girls played really well and showed good team work and many skills.’  

The captains for the matches are decided by Mrs Sellars. Amelie was the captain for the match 

played against Abbey Meads. Isla was excited to have been chosen as captain for the game against 

Bridlewood and Hannah was pleased to be the captain on the when playing against Oakhurst. 

We wish the team every success in the matches ahead! 

 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL TEAM. 

By Jack 

 

Alongside the boys, the girls also have a selection of people that play football. They played in a      

similar tournament; however, they couldn’t pass through. This was very unfortunate. Their team  

consists of Neve, Hannah, Lucy, Mia, Michelle, Amberley, Emilia. The girls have been working really 

hard to master their skills on the pitch. This team is a very good example for why the girls’ football 

team exists. The unique group has played in a few matches, all of which were very-well played. Did 

you know they have travelled all around Swindon due to these matches? This team is on a journey to 

the top of the league.  We look forward to seeing how they progress through out the coming          

seasons. 

If anyone is interested in signing up to any of the three sports teams, please speak to the coaches 

after school:  

Boys’ Football - Mr Jones 

Girls’ Football - Mr Jones  

Netball team - Mrs Sellars.  

 

If you wish to know more about the results of previous matches, or dates of upcoming matches, you 

will find information for all 3 sports teams on the St Francis school website. 



The St Francis boys’ 

football team. 

The St Francis girls’  

football team. 

The St Francis   

netball team. 



The puzzle page 

By Isla 

Spot the difference: 

Can you find the 5 differences between the 2 squirrels? There are 5 to spot in total. 

Wonderful Wordsearch: 

l c h r o n i c l e b 

n o a o e f v o h w c 

t n n t b o w o o d h 

k b u g q a d e m h g 

b s z h l v i m n y d 

i q w k j e l l k b f 

r i g x k b a f x y i 

d b c f j u i t j c j 

s o s t f r a n c i s 

m i b t l y m a o e k 

l y d i a r d y x n e 

o e w   j u s t i c e e 

Can you find 

the following 

words linked 

to St Francis 

School? 

 

bowood       

justice 

longleat      

birds 

lydiard 

avebury 

chronicle 

st francis  



Christmas performances 
 

By David 

 

Towards Christmas, the children of Saint Francis took part in lots of Christmas plays. The plays 

were:  

 

Nursery 

The Nursery play was the Christmas story – in Bear Hunt style! They were following Mary and Joseph 

to Bethlehem on their donkey. They behaved really well throughout all of the performance. Their 

singing was so good they could have been mini Year 6s! All of them joined in on the actions and 

words, so it sounded and looked perfect. I don’t think they could have done any better, it was so 

good! 

 

Reception 

The Reception children put on a wonderful performance about The Woopsy Daisy Angel. There were 

lots of wonderful dancers who pretended to be lots of different things. One person said ‘I really liked 

the snowflakes who danced and spun around the stage’. I think It was good and I hope you do too. 

 

Year 2 

For their play, Year 2 followed the Moss family as they prepared for Christmas. They decorated their 

tree and when the turkey didn’t cook properly they visited a Greek restaurant. The singing was       

excellent and some of the songs even had soloists who were really brave to be singing on their own. 

After every song, Ticks and Tocks came on stage and said lines of poetry about what the Moss family 

were doing next. On Christmas day the Moss family went to church to celebrate the birth of Jesus – 

what Christmas is all about. Overall, I think this was a brilliant play about the true meaning of    

Christmas. 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 performed a concert which told the story of Christmas with songs. I was in it and I really      

enjoyed it. Two soloists sang the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City. Their singing was fantastic 

and made some parents cry! Between the songs, readers read from the Bible and introduced the 

next song. They told how an angel came to Mary and told her she would have a baby who was the 

son of God - and so the story unravelled. We learnt the words of the carols and lots of us can still     

remember them. It was great fun to learn some of the classic carols that our parents knew from their 

time in school. I think we did really well. 

 



 

Join the Moss family as 


