
Re: possible reopening of school to more pupils in June 

Let me begin by thanking you for all you have done for your children over the past few weeks.  You 
have been continuing their education at home and, at the same time, you have been coping with 
your own jobs and wider family responsibilities.  It has been a demanding time. 
 
As we enter a new phase and the children start to return to school, I want you to know that the 
safety of every child who comes through the doors will be my chief priority.  I am glad to say that the 
entire staff take the same view. 

The Government has asked schools to make preparations for a possible phased reopening of schools from the 
week beginning 1st June, at the earliest. Before that happens, the infection rate and death rate of coronavirus 
need to have reduced significantly so that it is safe for pupils and staff to return, and test and tracing in place. 

The safety of our pupils and staff is my utmost priority and to that end, the leadership team, in consultation 
with the wider staff team and Governors, have been investigating plausible options to operate a ‘learning 
environment’ in the face of current restrictions.  I know many of you are concerned about the decision to allow 
your child to return to school and I feel it is important that you have as much information as possible to help 
you make an informed decision.  

We are still very much in the planning and preparation phase.  We will communicate our plan when we are 
confident it is a safe, workable plan and is unlikely to change.  Following are the things we are clear about: 

 Availability of staff – not all staff are able to return to school as some fall into the shielding / 
vulnerable category and have to work from home. Therefore children are likely to be taught in an 
unfamiliar classroom by someone other than their class teacher.  

 Pupils will be grouped in classes of no more than 15. These groups with their allocated adult, or 
possibly adults, will remain together throughout the day. They will need to have staggered classroom-
based lunches, breaks and probably start /end times. They will NOT be able to mix with other 
groupings at any point during the day. This is in line with guidance on social distancing to avoid any 
transmission of the virus and so it can be contained within a small group.  

 Social distancing is not going to be easy in a school setting even with small numbers, As you know 
from experience viruses such as chicken pox spread quickly amongst class mates. The same will apply 
to any virus present within the setting. We will, however, be looking at how we can reduce this.  

 The need for social distancing will mean that children will mainly learn sat at their own desk and at no 
time, even at play, should they closely interact. 

 School meals – due to social distancing, it would be foolhardy to operate our traditional canteen 
arrangements. We are planning for our caterers to provide pre-ordered packed lunches that will be 
delivered to the classroom for the children. We will encourage all to do this to avoid bringing 
additional items into school. 

 PPE. The government believe that it is not required in a school setting, currently we are proposing 
adults will only wear PPE when dealing with illness and personal care 

 Classroom, playground and sports equipment will need to be reduced and restricted in its use. Soft 
furnishings or toys, which take longer to clean, will be removed from the classrooms. Children will 
need to be at individual separated tables, for most of their learning. Children will need to be prepared 
for this as when they return, objects and routines that they were familiar with will have changed.  

 The government is advising that priority due to staffing levels must be given to children of key 
workers/vulnerable families and then younger children before Y6. We are looking into how to do this. 
We may need to have a rota of alternate groups either week by week or half weeks  (this may be 
more necessary as more year groups return) 

 Curriculum – we will continue with the home schooling program we have been following both in 
school and for home. We will be operating some modifications to limit movement where possible – 
that is a challenge in itself! Children will only learn with the others in their small bubble. As much as 
possible, learning will be done outside. 



 Those who remain home will receive the same learning planning as those in school, however teacher 
feedback will be reduced so as to accommodate all teachers needing to run groups in school. 

 Following consultation with secondary schools it is highly unlikely that face to face transition will take 
place this academic year but I am sure the secondary schools have been in touch with you regarding 
that.  

 Start and end times may need to be staggered, different entrances used and no parents/carers on 
site. 

 Consideration is being given to closing the school one day a week to all but the Key worker groups, to 
enable a deep clean. 

 Activities that would normally take place in the summer term such as sports day, Y6 production and 
leavers’ events will not take place.  

 We have thus far not be able to envisage how to have Nursery children in school due to staffing and 
space. However we will plan some transition activities for those joining our Reception classes in 
September.  

I know many of you will be eager for your children to return and there is nothing we want more, however I felt 
it was important for you to be clear that the environment in which they will be returning to is not the one they 
left – they will not necessarily see their friends, their teacher and enjoy the many activities of the broad and 
balanced curriculum that is a key feature of our school.  

Parents have already raised the question, “Will parents be fined if they chose to keep their child at home?”  I 
can categorically assure you that this will not be the case.   

We will endeavour to sustain the home learning opportunities for year groups not in school, but again, teacher 
feedback will be reduced so as to accommodate all teachers needing to run groups in school. 

Regardless of how the next few weeks unfold, we will endeavour to provide our Y6 children with the 
opportunity to say ‘goodbye’ to their friends and teachers when it is safe to do so, even if it is in the next 
academic year.  
 

There will be a survey going out via ParentApp for Rec Y1 and Y6 parents to ask if you are planning to 
send your child into school – I urge you to help us with this indicative poll to aid our further planning. 
 

Joy Farrell 
Headteacher 


