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Welcome to the Lockdown edition of the  

St Francis Chronicle.  

Read on to find out what some of the 

pupils at St Francis school have been up 

to in the last few months whilst            

home-schooling. 



Our Lockdown Experiences 

 

        By David 

During lockdown, I have really missed going swimming. We usually go every Saturday and I am  really looking forward to 

when the pool opens again. I have done lots of different sports outside my house, like badminton and tennis. We have 

also been for lots of bike rides. I have got better at getting on with my schoolwork on my own because my Mum and Dad 

have been working. I have enjoyed playing Minecraft with my friends online as this means I can still talk to them. It has 

also been fun to have water fights with my family in the hot weather.  

        By Ted 

So, as you will likely know by now (unless you’ve been living under a rock since March) most of the world is currently in 

lockdown due to the impact of COVID-19. Here are my experiences with the highs, lows and downright weirds of       

lockdown. 

For everyone, everyday life has gone right out of the window. As an example, I have been playing with toys a LOT more 

frequently, and I have been making a lot more things (or at the very least attempting to). For some bizarre reason,     

recently I have been feeling more inspired than ever and have had a lot of moments where I said “I want to do that”  

before proceeding to try and (100% totally never ever no way) failing in some way, shape or form. Hence I have found a 

phrase I will use a lot: It’s the experience that counts!  

Due to all of the spare time, I have been watching a lot more TV and films, and playing more video games. All of this 

combined has actually led to quite a lot of positives! 

Saying there has been positives feels a bit odd. After all, we are talking about a virus that has swept the globe and 

caused one of the biggest outbreaks in history, right? Well, yes, it does feel slightly strange, it is true that many good 

things have come out of this very, very not good situation. One thing would be the free time. It is not that often that 

children and adults alike get to be at home and have some amount of time on their hands. I would describe it as feeling 

like a long summer holiday with more work and less going out. Generally, I think that most people, myself included have 

done a lot more and spent more time with family. 

Although households have come together, families as a whole have not been so lucky, and only now, they have started 

getting closer ( figuratively, not literally, as in, like, not breaking… you know what I mean). Another thing that has 

changed is that many friend groups have been apart. Personally, I have kept in contact with these people in several 

ways, although that does not necessarily mean I miss those experiences of relaxing with grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

cousins and everything in between, or messing about with friends any less. 

One thing I really wish I could do with friends is make short little films, one of the skills and passions I have picked up 

over the lockdown. I have found that I have a natural affinity with both being in front of and behind a camera. Another 

hidden talent I have uncovered is game development, which I am only improving in. I have found that I very much enjoy 

the process of development, and have been doing a lot more of it in lockdown. 

One thing everyone has been doing more of is working from home. The way I have been doing this is by homeschooling. 

It has been a strange process and at times I haven’t known what to do myself, and have had some rough times with 

homeschooling. However, I have come through and now I am doing as good as ever. Homeschooling has been a real 

rollercoaster. However some fun tasks have come out of it, like baking and modelling, to name a few. 

As for my favourite memory, I don’t really know as lockdown has been full of experiences to remember and, none      

particularly stick out in my mind as they have all been so good! 

If I had to say one lesson I learned in lockdown it would have to be to treasure those little moments while you can, be-

cause you never know if they will be taken from you. 

I hope you enjoyed reading about my experiences in the lockdown, and more importantly, I hope I have inspired you in 

some way to go out there and do what you want to do. Whilst observing social distancing. Obviously. 



Lockdown Letters 

 

Chaffinch class were asked to 

write a letter to Miss Bunce and 

let her know how their lock-

down experience had been.  

Ria and Fraser sound like they 

have been taking part in lots of             

interesting activities. 

 



Romilly, in Goldfinch class, wrote a letter to the 

Queen to remind her about the day when          

Romilly’s grandad met her in Windsor Great Park. 

She was extremely surprised to receive a letter 

back from the Queen’s Lady in Waiting! What a 

very exciting surprise. Thank you for sharing,    

Romilly! 

A Right Royal Affair! 



Theo, in Goldfinch class, proudly used his PowerPoint skills to present information about his family in 

this geography-based task. Miss Dancer really enjoyed learning about all the different parts of the 

world that his family have lived in. 

Around the 

World 



Keeping you informed 

Year 2 have been busy practicing their 

skills in information texts. 

 

Ekua, in Swallow class, delighted Mrs 

Frain with her observational drawing 

and facts about emergency vehicles. 

Whilst Oscar impressed by researching 

planets within our solar system and 

picking out the key facts for each.  

The planets  

by Oscar, Swallows 

Mercury 

Mercury is the smallest planet. It is the closest to the sun but it is not the hottest. 

Venus 

Venus is a similar size to Earth but it spins in the opposite direction and much slower. 1 day on Venus = 

243 Earth days. 

Jupiter 

Jupiter is the largest planet. It has more than 15 moons. Some of those moons have oceans. 

Saturn 

A day on Saturn = 15.5 hours on Earth. It has 4 rings around it. Saturn has about 82 moons. 

Earth 

Earth is our planet. It is the third planet from the Sun. It’s the only one with living things. 

Mars 

Mars has 2 moons. A year on Mars = 681 Earth days. It has a roily surface and a thin atmosphere. 



 

Here’s One I Made Earlier 

   How to make a jetpack 

                                By Rishabh 

 

1. Find a spare bottle and clean it up 

2. Take tin foil from the cupboard and wrap it around the bottle. 

3. Tuck in the tin foil on both ends of the bottle so that the tinfoil doesn’t come off. 

4. Take duck tape and wrap it around the bottle. 

5. Find a cereal box and again with duck tape wrap 3 times to stick the cereal box to the bottle. 

6. Take a rope or string and make 3 holes on each side of the cereal box. 

7. Tie another string or rope in knots in the hole, turn the bottle upside down and add cut coloured 

paper as fire. 

8. Now you can play with the jetpack! 

Rishabh and Gracie, from Wrens, inspired Mrs Blake with some fun lockdown activities!  

Their clear instructions make it easy to complete at home. 

How to make a rocket 

By Gracie 

 
1. Take a piece of coloured card and roll it into a cylinder and fix it 

with tape, glue or anything that is easy to put together. 

2. Paint 4 toilet roll tubes in the colour you want them to be.  

Push the 4 tubes into the bottom of your cylinder. 

3. Carefully, cut strips of orange, yellow and red pieces of tissue 

paper and stick around your cylinder. 

4. On a piece of paper, draw a circle (about 15cm wide), cut a line 

to the middle and shape it into a cone. Tape together and 

attach to the top of your cylinder. 

5. Cut strips of foil and tape around your cylinder. 

6. Add other items to decorate your rocket and place it where 

you want it to be. 

Things you will need: 

 

Coloured card x 2 

Paint x 1 

Toilet roll tubes x 4 

Some tin foil 

Glue/sellotape 

Scissors 



Perfectly Persuasive 

 

Miss Tock, Mrs Keane and Mrs 

Stonyer were perfectly persuaded by 

the posters created by Jessica from 

Barn Owls and Lauren from Snowy 

Owls.  Fingers crossed we can all get 

away to some of these fun-sounding 

places in the not too distant future! 

 

Also in Year 3, Ben and Yasmin both 

gave a factual recount of the first 

landing on the moon - turn to the next 

page to discover what they wrote. 

 



My moon landing record  

By Ben, Barn Owls 
 

On July 15th 1969, American astronauts, Buzz Aldrin, Neil Armstrong and Michael Cousins ate a full 

breakfast of steak and eggs before boarding the Saturn rocket and blasting off the Apollo 11 space   

mission, to be the first men on the moon. 

After travelling for 4 days they finally reached the moon. They encountered a tricky  landing with only 

30 seconds of fuel left. They landed the lunar module named ‘Eagle’ on the moon, it was the 20th July 

1969. It was announced, “The Eagle has landed’’. During their time on the moon, Michael Collins stayed 

in the Saturn V, orbiting the moon.  

Half a billion people watched on TV as Neil Armstrong became the first man to ever step on the moon. 

He said, ‘’One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”. Whilst on the moon, they collected 475 

pounds of lunar materials, conducted scientific experiments and took photographic evidence. They also 

planted a flag of The United States of America. 

After several hours on the moon, The Eagle took off and joined The Apollo 11. They then journeyed 

away from the moon, travelling 4 days back to Earth.  

After 8 days, they splashed down into the Pacific Ocean on the 24th July 1969. The  Apollo 11 command 

module and astronauts were recovered by helicopter. All the astronauts were once again safely back on 

land after a successful mission.  

Making History! 

 

Apollo 11  

By Yasmine, Snowy Owls 
 

On July 16th 1969, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins blasted off from the Kennedy Space 

Centre in Apollo 11. 

After a breakfast of steak and eggs, the astronauts climbed into the Apollo 11 Command Module and 

blasted off with the Saturn V rocket attached. They travelled for days in the dark, warm space craft. 

On the 20th July 1969, half a billion people watched on TV to see the Lunar Module land on the moon. 

Neil Armstrong stepped out of The Eagle and said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for 

mankind”. The astronauts planted the flag of The USA into the moon. 

During their time on the moon, they conducted scientific experiments, collected soil samples and took 

photographic evidence. One experiment they did was the lunar laser ranging retroreflector array (which 

is still there today).  

After a successful mission, the astronauts splashed down into The Pacific Ocean on the 24th July 1969. 

They were pulled out of the sea back onto shore with a life boat to help them. 



 
Delving into the Depths…  
Mrs Whitby set Hannah, from Kestrels, the challenge of 

researching about the different layers of the ocean. She 

shared her findings on a PowerPoint presentation. 



 

The Pacific Ocean,  

By Rory 
 

The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean covering around 30% of the Earth’s surface. The Pacific Ocean is 

located between The Americas, to the east, and the Asian and Australasian continents, to the west. The 

equator divides The Pacific into two separate parts - North Pacific Ocean and South Pacific Ocean. 

Animals 

All sorts of animals live in the Pacific Ocean, including: penguins, sea turtles, humpback whales, fur seals, 

mantra, Pacific white-sided dolphins, hammerhead shark and giant squids. 

Plants 

There are 17 different types of plants in the Pacific Ocean. These include: seagrass, kelp, phytoplankton, 

waterwheel plant, sugar kelp and giant anemone. 

Human Impact 

Plastic pollution is the biggest threat to the ocean. The Pacific is home to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 

This is in the middle of the Northern Pacific Ocean. The water currents move and hold onto pieces of 

plastic. Birds, turtles and other sea animals eat pieces of plastic. They can also get caught up in the      

rubbish and this can injure and kill them. 

Protecting Our Oceans 
Rory, from Kestrels, and Amelia, from Sparrowhawks, feel strongly about protecting our oceans. They 

believe we can all do our bit to help! 

We can all do more 

By Amelia 

Dear Mrs Farrell, 

We need to recycle more because if we do not recycle plastic it will travel into the ocean and this will 

result in killing our sea creatures; however, recycling will make an impact because it will slow down the 

rate of plastic going into the ocean.  

Recycling paper and wood saves trees and forests. Sometimes you can not replant parts of the           

rainforest; but recycling reduces the need to grow, harvest or extract new raw materials from the earth. 

This is turn lessens the harmful disruption and damage being done to the world.  

Making products from recycled materials requires less energy than making them from new raw           

materials. For this reason, we should all try to do this more. 

I hope that we can recycle more in the school so that we can help our planet more. 

Yours sincerely, 

Amelia 



Dear sir, 

I am writing to you to ask that you let lions out of your zoo. It has been argued that 

captive breeding isn’t that effective. 

At least a whole third of cubs dead under three months old are due to zoos. Animals 

suffer in zoos: they get depressed, psychologically disturbed and harmed. 

Other zoo animals are forced to deal with unnatural heat. 

Zoo animals can not live the life they want to live. Zoos don’t provide the right           

environment for animals to breed. 

A lot of European zoo animals die every year. According to the BBC, 3000-5000 

healthy zoo animals are killed in Europe every year.  

I hope you took everything I said into consideration.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Jonathan, Swifts. 

Dear Mrs Zoo Keeper, 

It has come to my attention that it is  unbelievable that you are keeping animals in 

cages. The animal I would like you to consider is a panda.  

For instance, they could get hurt or get stuck, especially little animals. Without a 

doubt they would need water, bamboo and a nice open space. 

Secondly, the environment might not be nice when they are always surrounded, and  

keeping pandas in an isolated area means they wouldn’t get the exercise they need. 

It is certain if you put a panda in a larger secure place then the panda could get      

exercise and get healthy.  

Lastly, it would be better for the panda to be with other animals therefore it would 

be in the animals interest to be in its natural habitat. 

 

Yours Faithfully,  

Eleanor, Swifts. 

A voice of reason 

Jonathan and Eleanor considered the long debated question about whether animals should be kept in zoo or in their 

natural habitats. Mrs Williams and Mrs Whitby both felt they considered the evidence and showed true compassion for 

the animal’s needs. 



Around the World...and Beyond 

 

Have you seen this alien? 

By David 

 

Yesterday, all over England, a strange Alien, called George, has been making people laugh. This 

alien is yellow with three heads and nine tongues. It is from Mars and says that is wants to make 

the earth people happy. It is one meter high and gets red spots after someone has laughed       

because of it. Its nine arms can carry lots of things at once. One of the things is does is pull funny 

faces at people. It has an eye per head and they can see through walls. If you see it you should 

consider yourself very lucky. Some people have got better from seeing it so everyone is           

wondering whether laughing is the cure.  

A person from Swindon said, “The alien pulled funny faces at me. I found it impossible not to 

laugh!” She also said, “I asked where it had come from and why it was there. It told me that it 

had come from Mars to Earth to cheer people up by making them laugh.” A man, from            

Huddersfield, said, “After I had talked to the alien for a few minutes, it vanished into thin air.”  

Buy this Saturday’s edition for a feature length article on the alien.  

If you see it, tell us! 

Chloe, from Kedkites, considered differences and similarities between The UK and France. 

Meanwhile, David created a newspaper report about an interesting alien sighting. 

 

Similarities between England and France 

By Chloe 

 

One similarity between England and France is that are they are both connected with The Channel 

Tunnel. Secondly, there is a ferry crossing that runs to each other. Also, our flags have the same 

colours: red, white and blue. Finally they’re connected by The Channel, a narrow arm of the      

Atlantic Ocean separating the southern coast of England from the northern coast of France. 

 

The differences between England and France are that we have pounds and they have euros.    

Secondly, we speak different languages. Also some typical English food is toad in the hole, Sunday 

roast etc. Finally some French food is madeleines, baguette, croissants and macarons, so we have 

very different food. 

 



Innovative ideas! 

The Switcharoo 

By Eve 

Due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic you may need to wear a face mask when you go places. But 

you might not have one on you so with this new invention you can look stylish and always have a 

mask on you. This creation is a bandana that turns into a mask within seconds so when you are     

walking to the shop you can wear this product and change it into a mask. This is washable and can 

come in many different designs and colours so that it can also encourage younger people to still keep 

safe.  

Have you forgotten your mask recently? This 

product will make sure you never forget it 

again. Troublesome teenagers not wanting to 

look uncool? Worried about using too many 

throwaway masks? Then this is the product 

for you. 

Introducing the new and exciting Switcharoo. 

This product is a mask that transforms into a 

bandana within seconds. Its soft material and 

comfortable straps are great for everybody. It 

is ethically made, the packaging is                   

biodegradable, and it is even made from     

recycled plastic! With its fantastic features 

you will never have to worry about looking 

uncool. And you won’t have to throw away 

the Switcharoo because it is washable.  

Available in 23 colours and 15 designs. At a 

great price of £8.99 with free postage, you’d 

be mad not to buy it!  Go to Switcharoo.co.uk 

to find out more. 

Year 5 were asked to invent a product that could overcome an every day problem. Eve, from 

Sparrowhawks, considered the current problems the general public are facing during these 

unprecedented times. 



Recounts and Reflections 

Speedway report 

By Sean, River Kingfisher 
 

On a cold evening at the Abbey Stadium, The Swindon Robins took on The Ipswich Witches in the 

2nd leg of the 5GB Premiership Playoff Grand Final. 

Going into the 2nd leg, The Robins held an 8 points lead from a brilliant team performance away at 

Foxhall Heath (Ipswich) 48 hours before. Swindon started as hot favourites to win the league with a 

home advantage. 

5 heats in, cheered on by the flag-waving home crowd, The Robins raced into another 8-point lead. 

Now with a 16-point advantage, the league title was within their grasp. Team manager, Alan         

Rossiter, said, “As Swindon continued to dominate the meeting, the title edged closer and closer. 

You could see the crowd’s excitement—the atmosphere was starting to build with anticipation of 

the league coming home. The 2500 crowd was making a deafening noise; you could hardly hear 

yourself think”. 

Skipper Jason Doyle and his partner Adam Ellis lined up for heat 10 knowing a 4-2 advantage would 

win the title. From the tapes, the two hit the front and never looked back and came home with a 

comfortable 5-1 to start the celebrations. The league title belonged to The Robins. 

After the remaining 5 heats, Swindon had won 62-27 on the night, and overall the final score was 

111-68. This was the third time in 7 years that Swindon had won the league but the first in front of 

their home fans. The medals were presented by Swindon’s main sponsor, CFS Filtration, and the 

League Trophy by stunt bike legend Eddie Kidd. 

Is the parable of The Good Samaritan still important today? 

By Maya, River Kingfisher 

 

I think the parable of The Good Samaritan is still important because it is saying there’s good and bad 

in everyone. 

A women had felt ill and had been positive for Covid-19, so she rung her son and and asked him to 

shop for her, but he said he couldn’t because he didn’t want to catch it. Instead, she phoned her 

daughter and asked whether she could shop for her, but again her daughter said, “I can’t, I don’t 

want to catch it.” Someone on her street saw her Facebook and risked catching it to be                

compassionate and kind. So the meaning of that story was she asked her children and they were 

selfish, whereas a women on her street was kind and compassionate and we should love our   

neighbours. 

Sean showed off his skills as a sports reporter in this thrilling account of a local speedway event, 

while Maya reflected and wrote her own modern-day version of a parable. 



Earth’s Protectors 

Just one Earth 

By Emilia 

 

As many of you are aware, the world is experiencing a crisis that could effect our lives and those of      

future  generations. Global warming. I’m Emilia and I’m here to explain that global warming is not a joke. 

Hindus, Sikhs, Jews, Christians and many more religions have different beliefs and opinions. But, no 

matter who you are, what religion you are, or what life you live,  we need to take action to care for our 

planet. I am not asking you to dedicate your life to the planet, even the simplest things you do will get us 

one step closer to a healthy and happy planet. 

There are many ways in which you, and your friends, can help to take care of our beautiful Earth. You 

could either reduce your use of plastic, recycle any plastic you do use or only use reusable plastic and 

encourage other to do so too. If possible, gardening can help. Not only will it make your garden look 

beautiful, but flowers, trees and more are all a big part in keeping the earth healthy. Don’t waste water! 

Wasting water is a HUGE problem, so try to take shorter showers, or don’t run the tap whilst brushing 

your teeth. You could even become a vegetarian.  

Remember, there is JUST ONE EARTH. 

Deforestation 

By Josh 

Deforestation is the clearing of trees for things like farming, fuel and building. Forests cover more than 

30% of our land around the world. Millions of square miles have been lost because of deforestation but 

millions of people rely on the forest too. There are many points of view on deforestation which are     

discussed  below. 

The logging industry provides work for millions of people, and governments in poor countries depend on 

the money it creates. Also many people rely on wood to build houses. The removal of trees clears land 

for farming for the people who need the meat and crops to survive. 

On the other hand, about a quarter of our medicines come from plants within the rainforest and there 

are many undiscovered species that might one day cure deadly diseases. We also get food from the rain 

forest like bananas, coffee, rice, oranges, figs and potatoes. Deforestation is destroying animal homes 

and food sources, so it is making the them homeless and they will die of starvation. With no trees, rivers 

will be polluted by silt; the trees help to control the environment. 

A percentage of the population needs deforestation for work and money; however, deforestation is not 

good for humans and nature in the long term. Having considered both sides of the argument it would 

seem that the best approach would be to ban deforestation to help our world survive. 

Emilia and Josh, from Common Kingfishers, considered the difference we can make in this 

world after watching Al Gore’s ‘An inconvenient Truth’ speech. 


